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Readers would be well-advised to read the Epilogue immedi- 
ately after the Introduction — it will not suffer from being read 
twice over — and it will convince them that the book is better 
worth reading than is suggested by the sudden outburst of 
violent and not very successful imagery with which Chapter I 
unfortunately begins. There is another equally unexpected out- 
burst in Chapter XXIII of this really sober and scientific book. 
The subject is sufficiently tragic, but its treatment makes it 
almost grotesque. 

A. Maude Royden. 

London, England. 

Theophrasttjs and the Greek Physiological Psychology 
before Aristotle. By George Malcolm Stratton, Professor 
of Psychology in the University of California. London: 
George Allen and Unwin, Ltd.; New York: The Macmillan 
Company, 1917. Pp. 228. Price, 8s. 6d. net. 

This volume is the first complete translation into English of the 
fragment De Sensibus of Theophrastus. Considerable portions 
have of course been translated and discussed both by Professor 
Burnet and Professor Beare; but this volume is nevertheless very 
welcome. The fragment is certainly the most important single 
source of our knowledge of early psychology, and to attack Diels's 
text of it unaided was a severe trial for those of weaker capacity. 
Moreover, the portions which neither Burnet nor Beare had occa- 
sion to discuss in detail form a very compact criticism from the 
Aristotelian point of view of earlier theories of elementary cog- 
nition and throw a good deal of light on the Peripatetic attitude 
toward psychology in general. 

Professor Stratton prints the text, adds an English translation 
and furnishes also introductions and notes. In the introductions 
he discusses the general value of the De Sensibus and the method 
and standpoint of Theophrastus' criticism of the opinions in 
which he is interested. In addition he devotes a good deal of 
space to the exposition of Theophrastus' own doctrines on the 
main topics of the De Sensibus, drawing incidentally on his other 
writings such as the De Odoribus. Within the limits he has set to 
himself, Professor Stratton seems to me to have fulfilled his pur- 
pose very well. But I am inclined to think that he has been a 
little too much influenced by the notion that these theories can be 
regarded as psychology without metaphysics, owing to the ex- 
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treme generality of the metaphysical ideas of the Pre-Socratics. 
No one would deny that there is a great deal of truth in this : but 
it can be carried too far. In the case of fifth century writers, for 
example, it is impossible to dissociate their psychology — such as 
it was — from their physiology and indeed from the whole history 
of the growth of the medical schools; and these, there is every 
reason to believe, were greatly affected by Pythagoreanism. Re- 
cent advances in our knowledge of Greek Science have come pre- 
cisely from attending more closely to the interrelations of very 
general "metaphysical" ideas with what is known of the history 
of mathematics and natural science. This is true in an intensified 
sense when you come to the fourth century. Theophrastus' 
failure to see the point of a good deal of the argument of the 
Timceus (to which Professor Stratton rightly draws attention) is 
due to the general conflict of his point of view with that of the 
Academy. Similarly the discussion of Theophrastus' own doc- 
trine would have been made clearer and much more pointed had 
a brief outline been given of the Aristotelian view of the soul and 
the nature of sensation. There is no reason to think that Theo- 
phrastus diverged to any great extent from his master's views on 
these matters. 

The notes are directed solely to elucidating the meaning of the 
text. There is a pleasing absence of merely grammatical dis- 
cussion. Professor Stratton has had the benefit, as he fully and 
generously acknowledges, of the advice and criticism of Professor 
A. E. Taylor, whose remarkable learning in every department of 
Greek Philosophy is constantly apparent. I should like especially 
to draw the attention of other students to the discussions of the 
well-known passage on the theory of sense-perception of Empe- 
docles (De Sensibus 7-9) and of Theophrastus' criticism of the 
Platonic doctrine that "heavy" and "light" are relative terms. 

t, ,. . T , j M. W. Robieson. 

Belfast, Ireland. 

Self-Government in Industry. By G. D. H. Cole. London: 
G. Bell and Sons, Ltd., 1917. Pp. xii, 330. Price, 4s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Cole's new book carries further the argument of his earlier 
World of Labour and, although it is planned with reference to the 
problems of labour which will arise immediately after the war, it is 
a contribution to the much more fundamental discussion of social 
and political theory. The book is specially valuable because it 



